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December 
 
5 Senior Choir 
 Parliament House    
 9am- 1pm 
 

13 End of Year Concert 
19 Year 6 Graduation 
 9:15am -  10:30am 
21 Last day of term :) 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Learning goals  
 

At the beginning of this year our teachers began working with students to set 
individual learning goals to help students determine just what it is they want 
to improve in their learning. Teachers have been working with students 
individually to help them select specific goals and in many cases, the goal is 
written by the child and put close to where they are working to remind them 
of their focus. The goals are short term, specific and achievable.  
 

Individual learning goals allow children working at different levels in the one 
class to have an individual learning path to suit them. We have found, along 
with the researchers in the field, that having students involved in setting 
goals and working towards them builds engagement with learning, 
motivation to learn and knowledge of being successful in their learning.  
 

This week I was fortunate enough to spend time in the classrooms and was 
very impressed with the student’s ability to articulate their current reading 
and writing goal. It was also wonderful to see how excited our students were 
when discussing which goals they have already achieved and how they had 
worked in that session to ‘get better’ in that area.  
 

Student reflections on individual learning goals 
 

Here are some examples of what children across the school have said about 
how individual reading and writing goals have supported their learning this 
year:  
 
Lilly (2OC) – My reading and writing goals have really helped me in my 
learning. They have helped me think about what I can do to improve my 
reading and writing.  
 
Elsie (1E) – My writing goal, to not put capital letters in the middle of a 
sentence, helps me to write better sentences.  
 
Elke (4FH) – Having learning goals makes you aware of the things that you 
are good at and what you need to work on.  
 
James and Elliot (1M) – Having learning goals helps us to work on things 
that we need to get better at.  
 
Ask your child about their individual reading or writing goals and how they 
are going in achieving their goal.  
 

Bandstravaganza 
 

Last week our Year 6 band students performed at Bandstravaganza which 
was held at the Lewellyn Hall, ANU School of Music. This was their 
graduation performance, and a great way to celebrate all that they have 
achieved over the past two years while participating in the ACT Instrumental 
Music Program. We are very proud of all our band students and hope that 
they continue to enjoy more musical learning experiences as they move into 
high school and beyond. Thank you to Jan         Lloyd-Jones for her 

Weetangera School is an 
ANAPHYLAXIS AWARE SCHOOL 

Avoiding eggs and all nuts 

 

Attachments 
 

Holiday 
Happenings 

 
 



exceptional leadership of our Year 6 band this year.  
 

Kind Regards 
 
 
 
 
 
Julia Ison  

AWARDS CERTIFICATES  
 

At last week’s Whole School Assembly  
certificates were awarded for:  

Communication:  Grace L. 

Creativity:      Bill E, Suvir S, Stephanie S. 

Collaboration:      Laurence L, Brodie N, Cade G,  
              Poson H, Lily H. 

Critical Thinking: Alicia M, Anna V, Alba B, Josh K. 
 

TEACHER STUDENT SWAP  FUNDRAISER 
 

When: Friday 7 December, Week 8 
What: Dress up as your favourite (or fictional)     
  teacher 
Cost: Gold coin donation going to the RSPCA  
 
 

BOOK CLUB 
 

The final catalogue (Issue 8) for the year has been 
sent home with the children and is packed full of 
fantastic ideas for Christmas gifts. Please have your 
LOOP orders placed by Friday 30 November.  
 

As an End of Year Thank You to our book club 
supporters, we will be raffling off a $30 credit to 
spend in 2019. Entry is open to anyone who places 
a LOOP order for Issue 8 before Friday 30 
November. 
 

Once again, a BIG thank you to all the Weetangera 
School families for their support in raising hundreds 
of dollars (close to $2,000!) of rewards during 2018. 
 

Sarah and Kylie. 
 

CHIEF MINISTER’S CANBERRA GOLD AWARD 
 

Have you lived in Canberra for 50 years or more? 
 

If you or someone you know has lived in Canberra 
for 50 years or more, then nominate now for a Chief 
Minister’s Canberra Gold Award. The Awards 
recognise long-term residents, businesses and 
groups that have made an important contribution to 
shaping our city and community through their long-
term commitment to the ACT. 
 

Nominations close on Friday 8 February 2019 and 
can be made online at act.gov.au/cbrgold 
 

CANBERRA CITIZEN OF THE YEAR AWARD 
 

Do you know someone who acts for the good of our 
community? Someone doing great things in their 
field, who is making a difference to the lives of 
Canberrans? Then nominate them for the 2019 
Canberra Citizen of the Year Award. 
 

The Canberra Citizen of the Year is someone who 
makes an outstanding contribution to our community 
without expectation of remuneration or reward. They 
could be a researcher, a business leader, a 
journalist, artist, educator, an advocate for others in 
our community, or a leader in their field. 
 

Nominations close on Friday 11 January 2019 and 
can be made online at act.gov.au/cbrcitizen 
 
SPECIAL AREA FOR OUR 2019 KINDERGARTEN 
STUDENTS 
 

We are in the process of setting up a special area 
for our 2019 Kindergarten students to enjoy during 
their lunch and recess breaks and would like to 
request donations of the following second-hand 
items: 
 

Dress ups 
Unwanted kitchen utensils (for our mud kitchen) 
Small PLASTIC spades (for our digging patch) 

 

If you are able to donate any of these items, please 
bring them into the school’s front office by the end of 
this term.  
 
Many thanks, 

Julia Ison 
P-2 team leader 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

NUDE FOOD TUESDAY 
 

This week we had 49.19% of the school bringing nude food.  
 

Most improved this week is Unit 7 Yr 5/6 

https://www.cmtedd.act.gov.au/communication/gold
http://www.act.gov.au/cbrcitizen


 
Genius Hour 

 

Genius Hour is a time when students choose a topic that they are interested in and then they start to research about 
it. They write down information and present it to the class in different ways. I like Genius Hour because it’s fun to have 
a choice and learn new things. I chose to research touch football after going to Deakin and I wanted to know more 
about it.  Nakita 
 

The thing that I like most about Genius Hour is that we get the freedom to choose what we’re typing about. I chose to       
research African animals because I knew that there were different species that were not really discussed.  I learnt that 
the Cape Cobra eats other snakes and is the most dangerous cobra in Africa.  Torkieah       
 

My project was about the creepiest species on Earth and I am learning about some things you won’t have known. I 
enjoyed Genius Hour because it gave me information and fun things to learn about.  Eli B 

For Genius Hour I am studying space. I learnt that Pluto is now not actually an official planet. Danny 

Inquiry Learning Expo 

I designed a hydroponic farm in a subtropical climate in Queensland. I learnt how hydroponic farms work and the 
types of crops that are grown on them. Hydroponic farms need water and electricity to work. Calli 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Idioms 
 

Idioms are sayings that are not literal. To spill the beans means that you are ‘letting a secret out’. Telling someone to 
break a leg means ‘good luck’. To kill two birds with one stone means ‘doing two things at once’. I like idioms because 
they are interesting and funny.  Emi 
 

My favourite idiom is the saying I’m falling apart. You’re not literally falling apart, but it means that you’re really upset 
or heart broken. I have heard it being used before. Astrid 
 

Inventions 
 

We have been learning about useful and useless inventions. I think the butter stick is useful because some people 
find spreading butter with a knife challenging. The butter stick solves this problem easily!  Noah 
 

I believe the pet rock that comes in a box is completely useless. It is too much money and you could easily make one 
yourself at home and add some googly eyes or colour it in with a marker. Elisabeth 
 

Spotlighting  
 Weetangera 

        brought to you by Year 3 



 

 

Idioms 

Aaiza 

Jessica 

Astrid 

Gerard 


