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Dear Parents and Carers,
Successful schools create a culture of resilience. Resilience can be defined
as remaining steadfast in the face of any destabilising conditions. It can also
be defined as having more protective factors than risk factors. Some
protective factors that Weetangera School is always nurturing to increase
educational success includes fostering caring relationships, conveying high
expectations and promoting opportunities for our students for intentional
meaningful learning and participation in school life.
Research and evidence suggests that with the right supports, many young
people can reach high levels of success that neither they or those around
them thought possible (Building Learning Power, Guy Claxton, 2015). The
research also confirms that one person can make a difference in helping
students succeed. High quality relationships are especially important and a
supportive school environment really matters. Resilience makes it possible
for us to rebound and bounce-back from the challenges we are met with
each day. Students’ mindsets about learning are incredibly important in
developing resilience. Fostering resilience is important to all students.
We need to help all students recognise and value that persistent efforts,
pure grit, curiosity, practice and the hidden power of each individuals’
character, accompanied by setbacks, are part of the journey to extremely
worthwhile achievements. Over the course of 2019 we will be continuing to
learn together and further develop a mindset that will enable our greatest
asset to develop, a Growth Mindset.
Differentiated Instruction in our academically diverse classrooms
In 2019 a focus for the school is Differentiation and Analysing and
Discussing data. This is in our School Strategic plan 2015 - 2019, Strategic
Priority 1 to Maximise Student Achievement and further develop our model
of Differentiation Kindergarten to Year 6. Carol Ann Tomlinson, 2017,
summarises our beliefs at Weetangera School…
“We differentiate
Instruction to honour the reality the students we teach each day. They are
energetic and outgoing. They are quiet and curious. They are confident and
self-doubting. They are interested in a thousand things and deeply immersed
in a particular topic. They are academically advanced and ‘kids in the middle’
and struggling due to cognitive, emotional, economic, or sociological
challenges. More of them than ever speak a different language at home.
They learn at different rates and in different ways. And they all come
together in our academically diverse classrooms”.
Swimming Carnival & Camps
At the end of Week 4 we held our annual School Swimming Carnival at
Dickson swimming pool. Our sincere thanks go to Mr Ian Lanham and the
Swimming Carnival Committee for coordinating this wonderful event for our
community. As a school we are very proud that we have all our students
from Kindergarten to Year 6 participating throughout the day at our
swimming carnival. I also thank our entire teaching staff and administration
staff for their ongoing and continued support for all our extra-curricular
activities that we are privileged to support at Weetangera School. The school
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strategically plans at least 2 years in advance for our
carnivals and camps. In 2019 we have just been
informed the Belconnen Zone Swimming Carnival is
taking place when our Years 4–6 students will be
away on their respective camps. More details will be
shared with our families of those students who may
be affected by this clash of extra-curricular activities,
which was unforeseen.
Preschool Picnic
Last week the preschool held a picnic in the
wonderful outdoor learning environment at our
preschool site. I thank our new and existing families
for taking the time to join us last week on
Wednesday evening. The company was great and
our families made some wonderful connections with
other families. It was a wonderful time to interact and
initiate, and engage with our community. Our sincere
thanks go to Virginia Hambly, Lauren Medcalf, Sally
Allan, Katrina van der Sterren, Diane Davies, Debbie
Connors and Julia Ison for building such a sense of
belonging for our families in the preschool.

Thank you to our Volunteers
I thank our parents and carers for all the
contributions you all make to Weetangera School. It
is your time, energy and positive support which
makes Weetangera School such a wonderful school.
We particularly thank you for any volunteer time you
kindly donate to our school community. The time that
you have invested with Weetangera School has
made the school what it is today. Parents and other
adults who volunteer, or work in some paid capacity,
at school on a regular basis are required under the
Working With Vulnerable People Act to be registered
with Access Canberra. If your card is over three
years old it has probably expired and you cannot
lawfully have contact with children as a volunteer or
visitor in a school-related activity. If you are
uncertain, please contact Access Canberra on
13 2281 or accesscanberra.act.gov.au, or in person
at an ACT Government shopfront.
Regards

Find us at Scullin shops, 10am–4:30pm weekdays
and 10am–1pm Saturdays.
Another Chance is a project of Mosaic Baptist Church
– “in the community, for the community”.
ACTIVE STREETS PROGRAM
Late last year our school was
selected to benefit from the
Active Streets for Schools
program over the next four
years. Active Streets is an
infrastructure
program
–
supported
by
educational
resources – to make it safer and
easier to walk or ride to school.
More children walking or riding to school has
numerous benefits, including increased health and
wellbeing, less congestion and safer school
communities. Some of the elements delivered through
the program include:
•

Infrastructure improvements around schools, for
example new or improved footpaths, crossings,
better signage or traffic calming measures (e.g.
speed humps)
•
Educational resources (including a map for each
school)
•
Wayfinding pavement stencils
•
Promotion of part way drop off and collection
points
•
Communication materials
A key aspect of the program is engagement with
school communities to tailor the program to suit our
needs. In the coming weeks the school community will
be invited to provide feedback about the school’s map
and invited to participate in a survey, which will allow
you to highlight potential infrastructure improvements
around the school to support walking or riding to
school. We encourage the school community to
embrace this opportunity and engage in the program.
More information is available on the Transport
Canberra website.

James M Barnett
Principal
P&C Meeting
Tuesday 19 March 7pm in school staffroom

All Welcome

READING AT THE TANG
8:30am to 8:55am

OP SHOP
Another Chance op shop, Ross Smith Crescent,
Scullin will have 50% off all clothing from Monday 18
– Saturday 23 March in celebration of our Farewell
Summer Sale.

The library is open every morning for students
with accompanying parents/carers to sit quietly
and share a book.

ALL WELCOME

Spotlighting
Weetangera
Proudly brought to you by
Year 2!

Superhero Art
Using oil pastels we drew self portraits as a Superhero. We
then explained our superpower and how we would use it to help
our unit be super!

After getting a pep talk from Kid President we were
inspired to become our own ‘classroom superheros’.
Use the QR code to watch the clip at home.

Inquiry—Connections to people and places
During our learning about Australia, we have inquired into
significant landmarks and what actually makes a landmark
significant. See if you can guess the landmarks from the
clues given.
The answers are at the bottom of the page.

is?
2. Hints from Phoenix:
This place is in
Queensland. It is so big
you can see it from
space. Fish, sharks,
coral, anemones live in
this place.

1. Hints from Amalie:
They are big stacks of
rock. Eight of them are
still standing because the
rest have been crushed by
waves. You can find me
in Victoria.
4. Hints from Carla: It’s a
place where performers go.
It’s a very popular place for
people to go. This building
looks like big white sails. It
is found in Sydney.

3. Hints from Lou: This
place is significant to
Aboriginal people. It is a
natural landmark. You can
find some paintings on
there. It is a big rock.

5. Hints from Meg: It is
found in Tasmania. It is
the shape of a cradle. It is
next to Dove Lake.

6. Hints from Evie: They are
large rocks. They are found
in N.S.W. There are three of
them. They stand close to
each other.

Answers: 1. Twelve apostles, 2. Great Barrier Reef, 3. Uluru,
4. Sydney Opera House, 5. Cradle Mountain, 6. Three Sisters

